Watch Your Space
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’W Don’t be a victim.

Being online is very public and very real, although it
doesn't always feel that way. Be creativel Be yourself!
Be in control!
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Try and be selective about W[II?) you
become friends with, you can tell a lot
about_someone by the company they keep.
&.ﬂ@@g if a guy you don’t know ‘adds’
you and he has nothing but half-dressed
girls on his page, don't add him back. Even
though they are called friends, people you
‘add’ are really 1ittle more than acquain-
tances, nobody has 500 friends. Add people
you know. Be as popular as you are

or aren't. %

The Taws of physics tell us that what goes P
up must come down. N the "' a0
u@ﬁ’@m@w What you upload can be down- |

loaded by anyone, altered, and passed

around or posted online pretty much

forever. Once you upload a photo, you’'ve

lost control over where it appears, who

sees it, and what happens to it. Try it
yourself, right-click on any picture on the L
Internet and choose Save Picture As... to i
see how easy it is.
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Many sites allow you td?L
decide which parts of your
profile can be accesgsed
others. Assume that

see your
In some cases,
Werythidg you put on your
#eican be seen by
only your
post comments
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Your photos and blogs might be
Next time you're thinking

getting you noticed in a way that you

anything you post can not only
didn’t intend.

ook

be seen by others but can easily be copied
of posting a pic of your 6 pack or you in
your new bikini on your profile think
about whose attention they are Tikely to
attract and what site those photos can end

Remember,
and stored.
up on.

Talking to your parents,
friends, or someone you trust
is usually the first step in
dealing with any issue. If you
come across images that are
being used to bully someone,
you should also talk to a
teacher or guidance counsellor
about it. If you need someone
to talk to, go to Childline
Online www.childline.ie.

Use nicknames or first
names on your profile.
It’s not a good idea to
give away online who you
are and where you are at
the same time. Sometimes
online relationships go
wrong; in those cases
you’11 be the one in
charge if you’ve kept
your online and offline
identities separate. You
can allow people to find
you by giving out your
address, the name of
your school, and
talking about where
you hang out in your

blog.
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